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JUSTIFICATION PEASE VI

Vell,for a start I gotta apologise for the lateness of
this issue,I said in G'Nel .1 that my publishing was going to
become more infrequent now I'm back in Adelzide and I wasn't’far
wrong,Il'keep getting interupted by visitors,parties,concerts, .
dinners,Drama lectures,and just fun living.,But as Paul Anderson
pointed out to me at last Friday's Bangsund Memorial dinmner,
that's no excuse,

The article on the cat in sf has been shelved in order
to get this -edition out as- soon as possible,’t should apnear
somewhere sometime,lodk foreward to seeing as mony people as
possible at Unicon IT,(OmegaCon here in Adelzide here wos fun)
Please excuse some of the duplicating,ily Gestetner is turning
out to be a proper bitch and sometimes she gets the best of
our constant battles,

Please note my new address.(Yes anoth a 8
Plinders St Bdwardstown S.AUST 5039. e Snc.] g, A

yours sciencefrictionally Q Q,é,—

llarc A Ortlieb

odeor prindiv
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Well,I said that this was an ecology special and it is,
This particular part is where I recycle all of the rubbish
Ortlieb's been hiding in his folder along with his rejection
slips from Southerly and The Women's Weekly,I doubt that it'1l
be any good to anyone but who Imows;someone might pick up
an idea or so from it.Tell you what,I'll provide a free copy
of the Mad Dan lMemcirs to anyone who actually decides to finish
one of the things.(Reminds me of one of those "Worst ever
story beginnings¥they ran in F&SF a while back, )

. Phaedra

#That's it is it?% Blverston rubbed his jaw reflectively.
“Quite an incredible sight.” The object on the view screen
was about ten kilometers long though with no point of reference,
its size could have ranged from the microscopic to the macro-
cosmic,Its shape was one that Rlverston had never expected to
see in space,It was the needle pointed wide vaned space moth
of twentieth century speculative fiction,The smooth streamlining
belied 1ts deep space origin but it was too frail to have ever
knowvn the turbulence of an atmospheric landing,

Jacobs adjusted the cameras for a closer view.He swept the
craft in search of insignia but its white hull betrayed no
trace of markings,There was a slight bump which he assumed
to be an airlock, ,

"There's no doubt about it,Ve've got to send 2 menned
expedition"muttered Elverston®But how will we convince
the Icocouncil of the validity of the project.”
Jacobs turned in surprise, *They couldn't refuse,They're not
that thick headed,”

Merther Quost

Once upon a time there was a small bacillus,To be specific,
it was a small Ischerichia coli bacillus.As bacilli go,it was
nothing particularly spectacular,It was about two microns
long and point nine microns in diameter but this slight obesity
did not worry it overly.much,.To be perfectly truthful,the fact
that it had no nuclear membranc,did,on occasions give rise to
certain inferiority complexes but it lmew that its chromosomal
material formed an attractively curved double helix and,after
all,that was all that really mattered.

To make & short story long,our p:rticular little bacillus
lived in the digestive tract of a prominant biochemist by the
name of Professor Keppelmann,This in itself wes no small
distinction,Most bacilli have no choice but to live in the
digestive tracts of people with commonplace names like Smith,
Bloggs or Black,The name Keppelmann is obviously more prestig-
eous,besides which,Keppelmann was a biochemist,Oh{But of course!
You're not a biochemist are you?You would then be unaware of
the significence of this seemingly inconsequential fact.You
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see,whilst a common .or garden zoologist or botanist divides
the living world into animal and vegetable,the biochemist
divides the living world into Escherichia coli and not
Wscherichia coli.So our friend,to whom we may refer as Col
without being guilty of lese majesty,was living in what one
might call the Buckingham Palace of Iischerichia coli habitats,
Having described Col and the nature of his home,I have

been informed that it is my duty to outline some form of plot,
Before I do so,I feel it necessary to mention a sordid fact-
that will play an important part in the following epic.Col was
a streptomycin addict.Despite government warnings that strep
was a health hazard,Col would happily down ten millimoles a
day to the obvious horror of his neighbours,This wiexrd craving
had been a part of his femily for years.There wes a highly
disreputable (and highly accepted) story to the effect that
addiction had been caused by certain immoral acts committed
by Col's great to the seventh power grend mother/father.

It was this addiction which lead Col to undertake what
would be refered to later z2s the "Great Trek®.

Pallas

Two snow white sheep trotted dovm the marbled path.
Flanking them marched two men in silver bordered cloeks, their
gem encrusted scabbards gleaming in the olive dappled sunlight,
The grey eyed one guided them to the bowl which lay secure in
a granite nest.Bmprisoned within her golden armour,she gazed
at the approaching party with frozen benevolance.lHer bronze
tipped spear and tendrilled shield were the only protection
neeted by the group. d

The priestess stepned foreward,her simple white cloak
serving only as a background for the golden owl pinned to her
left breast.A hush descended upon the crowd as her voice rose
to the heavens.

iIGracious Athene,in your infinite wisdom youw have chosen to
honour one among us.Today,in thanks,he humbly dedicates this
shrine to your name.'/hile he is aware that he cannot presume
on you to accent such an offering,he hopes that this dedication
will come to your notice and pleasc you.%

Her hands snapped &n order instantly obeyed.Twin blades
flashed and crimson streams flooded the bowl.The corpses were
rapidly dismembered and fat sheathed bones were placed on the
fire.Splashes of red wine boiled briefly before joining the
ascending vapours.Beneath the eyes of the goddess 2 short
balding man inhaled the fragrence of the charring bounes.le
shivered slightly and huddled closer to the firec.

ughit it's cold,.Better get some more wood." The rag encrusted
bundle limped into the darkmess,

His stooping figurec crept among the concrete tombstones
where the moonlight created strenge black monsters from the
rusting bodies. ‘ithin the steep valleys the creature stumbled
across the skeleton of a bicyclc.It groped amongst the eye-
sockets of the city for the crumbling rem~ins of windowframes.
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Occasionally it stopped,its eyes flashing at some sharp sound.
Minally,fully laden,the delicate balance between fear and need
tipped and it scuttled back to the haven of its fire.,

The collector froze in its tracks,lhe splutteoring embers
of its fire cast the shadow of a tall thin man across the
ground.He melted back into the darkness and selected a sturdy
stick from his hoard.Again he returned to the dying coals,this
time armed for battle.The shadowy form turned to face the
stumbling noises, iithin a freme of grizzled hair was a face
marked by several decades.shining in the middle of his forehead
was the grey eye which marked a holy one,

The young warrior gasped,llis club hit the ground only"
seconds before his head,He had intended harm to a2 holy one,
His mind could scarcely grasp the enormity of his sin.As he
lay on hiz belly he contemplated the manner of death which,
even now,must be winging toward him,A sound stood on the edge
of the closed system which his brain had woven,

iTt's all right.Don't worry®
iBut Lordfprotested the youth"I was ready to harm you,
“You weren't the first snd I doubt very much that you will be
the last' replied the o0ld man''Besides which,you didn't succede
which is more than I can say for some of your predecessors,'

The ship ploughed its way through the icy green waters of
the southern ocean,Aheazd lay the mist enshrouded cliffs of the
South Rastern Republic,David braced himself ageinst the biting
wind. and swept the horizon for a glimpse of the Cape Light-
house,

It was there,as it had been for three hundred years.The
windows which had shielded huge electric lamps had gone as had
the lamps themselves,.,Replacing them stood huge glass lenses
which would,come nightfall,bend the light from the hot oil flame
and throw it out to sea,David was startled to see the worn
stone of the edifice.In his books,it was new with shining white
paint,The reality though was more impressive,its rough stone
face pitted by time itself, -

.The cantain had brought the ship around and was tacking
into the wind.Again David cursed the regulations forced upon
them by the Council of the Mount.'/ere it not for the Republic's
views on metallic objects,the party could have been using a
motor launch,Still,wWhen in RomMeqgqesee

David allowed his thoughts to drift.Rome:a semi-mythical
place along with New York and ILondon,The names h ¢ not changgd
in two hundred years,The names were as dead as the places which
had once owned them,

It would not have been so bad,thought David,if the South-
Bast had possesed mineral resources but fthe area wes sadly
lacking in metzls,The only metals eveilable were the debris of
the Pre-Collepse civilization.David was fully aware of the fate
of eny metallic debris.The mayorial Guard was renowned for its
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weaponry and its members on parade sounded like an iron foundary
The average citizen with his flint and wood farming implements
had little say in the destination of the occasional can which
might turn up during the course- of his agricultural activities,
The idea that metal was sinful unless blessed by the Mayor

was deeply ingrained in the people and naturally,any metal
blessed by the Iayor had to be used for religious purposes

such as arming the llayoral guard.

The result of this which particularly alarmed David was
that he and his party were limived to non-metalic weaponry,
David was no athlete.His medium-heavy build was not suited to
the staff and his accuracy with the bow was sadly deficient.
After pestering the .eapons branch for several weeks, they
had finally produced & weapon which suited David.Superficielly
it resembled an ordinary cross bow,The oxrt lay in the shafis
which were packed with enough explosive to break anything
within ten meters into its component parts.

Anyway you get the idea.Ortlieb comes up with an ides=,
follows it for a hundred words or so and then forgecs what he
started out to do in the first place.As his of’icial represent-

ative,I hereby renounce his rights to the above story beginnings

Anyone who thinks they can make 2 story out of them is free to

do so,I have a suspicion that Ortlieb world like to see any out-
comes but it's not that imrortant.
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Leo P Kelley "Mythmaster" (Uoronet,{974)

I have a habit of following wp authors whom I enjoy or
in whom I see promise end in this case I'm gled I did.
"Mythmaster® is a book which fulfills the promise of "The
Earth Tripper®and "Ilan From Maybe¥.The book deals with char-
acters who are recognisably humen and who have human sirengths
and weakmesses,

T will admit that the characters are not exactly the type
of people you would expect to meet in your local deli,Shannon,
the Illythmaster,is e slave trader dealing in human foetuses;
Starson,his astrogator is homosexual and Reba,his lover,is &
highly pald vhore.Despite these initial problems they come out
as believable in their fight against Oxon Kaedler,a burned
cripple who must live in a sterile free-fall environment to
survive,

Kaedler is the faceless corporation man and egainst him
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is Shannon, the free rogue.Kelley does not mzke the mistake of
trying to resolve the situation.lle presents life as a battle
between predators.?o him,the only consolation awvailable to
humans is love 2nd in a semi-cop out ending he leaves Shannon
and Reba in an Adamandevish ending.The book is hovever more
cohesive than the other two and I found it worthwhile reading.
UGl A i e s A o ANIIANAS A Ao PN o A AN s

Roger Zelazny ___ ‘liine Princes In Amber® & #Guns Of Avalon®
TSoxry T can't 1ist the publislier.l've mislaid My copies.)

I'm getting fed up of hero-god fantasy-epic series which
end up as cliff hangers,I've read Farmer's “Tier world" séries
and now Zelazny's .amber books.The resemblances are narked,In
both there is a squabble for 2 throne.In both the major protag-
onists are semi-mythical figures who can stroll tarouzh worlds
Imowing that they ere merely shadows of the true world.In both
series each novel ends leaving you begging for the next one,
(The ending of 'Nine Princes® sent me mader) (The similarities
aren't accidental,The copy of "Behind .ae alls Of Terravhich
Dave Ialleday owns includes an intro by Zelazny which says how
much Zelezny enjoyved the tierworld stuff etc-etec.)

1T have to admit it's good heroic fantasy,lots of adventure,
2 little sex,a little humour,good hack fentasy but I wish for
Zeus' sake they'd bring out the whole series at once.(Now I
know why Eric Lindsay avoids series.
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Dan Morgam  “The Ilinds" series (Corgi)

After the above Zelazny review I feel a bit of a twit
reviewing a series,However in this case I 2m justified in
doing so becausc "The linds# series is one which you can read
without having read any of the others,Zach novel is & whole.
Mind you,the previous novels do (ive you extra inio on the
characters involved but that is not essentizal.

Basically the novels are a history of a psi research

groun and its itroubles in a political.y rightist England,
The novels fall into the trap of spending a lot of time
discovering new psis(a problem which Zenna Hendersqn's )
“People’ stories often has) but does have several 1ntere§t1ng
{twists.The character Victor who runs through the novels is
an interesting variation on the mutant super-psi end Becky
isn't quite the type of spinsterish researcher on normally
finds in such novels,/ell worth reading, [

iPhe New lMinds® “The Several Ilinds? "The Mind Trap® ]
(I've got the fourth but I can't for the life of me remember

the name and I can't find it in 211 the ¢srdboord boxes I've
got cluttering up the place at the moment, )
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Zenna, Henderson ,,_fﬁPlgiRﬁ,ﬂREdﬁﬁﬂ-.ﬁﬁ??ﬂ.ﬂSﬁﬂl
This one really amazed me.I fell in love with Hepderson‘s
writing style when I first encountered #The People” in TF&ST,
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I had however,considered her to be a real sweetness and light
merchant. (I'm not putting her down.I really love People stories.
Phis collection certainly puts paid to that idea.There are a
few nice stories here,including a People story but one or two
of the stories would give Sonyo Dorman nightmares,in particular
iOne of Them# ana %As Simple As Thet¥,Speaking as a2 1ICP,I
consider thai there are some stories only woman can write.
Zenna Henderson shows the full range.
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.ndre Norton . "Night Of llasks® __ (ace,1964)

'ihile on the topic of women writers here's another.
““he book is & standard Horton juvenile,lLots of adventure,
well uritten description and a2 happy ending.The nightmeare

world of Dis is a masterpiece 2nd the book is less shallow
than nost others of its type.
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James :hite  "All Judﬁement Fled ! kbﬁpgiJj9§9)

Vhite's medical officer protagonists are always most
interesting and this novel provides no exceptiion.A first
contact story which could easily be the ancestor of Clarke's
“Rendesvous Jith Rama%,Lots of confusion,a homicidal alien
race which could be the crew or may just be enimels and a
hostile ground support team make the novel most worthwhile.
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James ‘hite "Deadly Litter® (Corgl 1964)

Jhite's great strength has always been in his ideas.®Fiction
for young engineers® I think Ursula IeGuin said in cnothex
context,Bearing that in mind, "Deedly Litter® is a fascinating
collection,The story"Grapeliner’ deals with one of the nicest
interplanetary space liners I have ever met, ((hite develops
the idea further in a2 later novel about plastic lifebozts.)

The title story considers the premise that a tea leaf =2t

high speed is quite an effective micrometeorite.Sort of an

interstellar KiSAB.Vhite's prcoccupation with the psychology

of space travel take key places in the other two stories.
++4+++++4+
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I'm getting there slowly.oince my Airplane article in MDR2
I've plugsed threce more gaps in my collection znd also added
an album by the bDead/Starship collaboration.

Jefferson Airplane Takes Off ~(RCA Victor LSP-3584 RE).

Very much an album for us Airplanc freaho and for '60s
nostalgia people.Sounds like ewrly Byrds or Buffslo Springfield.
The lead guitar occasionally gives hints of what it will be
and Casady's bass is superb.The group were into folk-blues at
the tine, (6)
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lark _ Jefferson Airplamne . (Grunt FTL 1001)
Chronologically,a direct follow on to “Dlows Against The
mpire”,Balin and Dryden are not here but Papa John Creach is.

)ryden has beein replaced by Joey Covington.

There are four directions on this album.3lick comes over
rith lots of politically activist type stuff;Covington with
iome cute lyrics,Xaukonen provides scme basic blues aznd Xantner
ets rip with the real heavy sf stuff.

The Kantner tracks develop ideas from “Blows Against The
mpirei,"Mock and Roll Island® suggests a move to an island
there people can be free,(This idea is mentioned in the Kentner
niterview quoted in IDR2).The track is 2. montage of science
.ope and music.

“Can you meke it to the island

Rock and roll island

In the middle orf the time seas:
nd

California rock end roll thundexr

Gonna bring you up from dovm under.®
'his is one of Kantner's more optimistic tracks snd gives him
. chance to air his #ie arc seedlings of the sun® theme.
“ihen the LZarth iloves Again% is Kantner's Velikovskien-
‘on Dannekian track.It is concerned with the idezs that we are
0ot native to the planet end connccts with his "i/hite Boy"
‘rom ‘Baron Von Tollbooth'i,

The final tracl: on the album, “tJar Movie® is Xantner's
)eaceful revolution song,..lusic 2nd@ science combine to free the
yeople,

iThe laser-way won the day

Yithout onc single living soul going dowm, ¥
lixed in with this is David Crosby's idea of "egg snatching™"
‘stealing the minds of youth.)

i, ...5end out the sun finders

Thirteen battalions of mind raiders

Three hundred master computer killers?
"he last line is cmbivalent.I think Xantner me-ns killers of
:omputers since computers destroy the individuality of men
mt he could mean that the computers themselves are the killers.

The album is,from ~11 points of view,an interesting one,

't is,in its variety,a good introduction to the music of the
_irplane karass. T A
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lonhole  _ Grace Slick _ _(Grunt BFLI-0347)_

This album is on cerly Stership incernation,f would think
hat it would be just pre #Deron Von Tollbooth',Featured on
he album are Chagquico,RBerbeta, ‘cntner,fricberg end Slick
lus on bass,Sceder Pears who can only be Peter Sears.

Side one is all Slick but she is experimenting with antner's
get the hel: out of hereVidea os she will do later on'Dragon-
“1y¥.The treck “ilonhole® takes up ¢ll of side one except for
_ short semi-instrumental traock colled "Jay¥.In “ilenmhole',
lick combines her idca of Spain with the escape idea,The

(7)



track.lt

result can be seen in the following quotation

naAnd if you hear the singing silver wind

" Fly,sailing human bird-
Fly into me.
TLook up-the roof is gone
And the long hand moves right on
Right on by the hour
Tiook up-Listen
'The north wind sounds like freezing horns
Sailing through the east wind
And the east wind
[ilas winding unwinding strings.
South wind sounds like skin on drums
Skin on skin
But the west wind
Ah the west wind sounds like metal wings
Iike a weathervane vhining throuzh the night
Iron wheel turns in front of the sun

FPour pronged metal cuts the sky
Man must fly

Convenir resuena escapar,’”

The last line translates roughly as "Get together,meke one
hell of . noise then get ovt.#A fitting summation of Xentner's
thenme,

Side two I don't like.It is like the bad parts of "Baron
Von Tollbooth" and "Dragonfly® put together.{(lpic A 38 is
passable).'"he album is worth it for side one,It would have
.to be Grace Slick's most brilliant effort ever,
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Seastones ied Tagin &Phil Iesh  __ (Round Records, R106)
Music to drive John Alderson mad from the Dead/Jefferson/

Crosby family.A highly electronic piece of music in which

voice becoimes merely another instrument and stirange synthesised

sounds take the stage.lol recommended to any-ne with a case
of accute computer peranoia.
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South of Harad,East of Rhun 3 (24pp Quarto)FPordograph
B e rre rnlan but too freglient
for me to keep up with.
Jon Noble
¢/o 26 Iucinda Ave
Springwood ISW 2777
Exchange for articles letters
artwork etc
I'm going to go mad or blind and not for the reasons you were
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thinking either(well maybe for those reasons a2s well,)It's the
Sydney Uni Fordograph.lhy Ferhaps it is cheap and it does,with-
out a doubt produce really nice illos but it's hell on the
eyeballs.Added to my Jon Noble tongue removal fund is my % Buy
Sydney Uni A Gestetner TFund..\1ll contributions czn be sent to me
in cash please.(Hmn.If some idiot reads this 2nd sends noney

I can afford that Hot Tunz album.Hey!lhat do you think you're
doing ’Get out of nyy thouzhts at once!llan can't zet a moments
privacy in tais zine.)

Anyway.low I've got that off my chest:to the review.A
Pleasing edition.I've &clways had = thing zbout the wizzrds in
LOTR and Jon makes some interesting points about them in “The
Technology Of Middle Barth¥#.Seventy Six Dlack ‘argsi is &
really nice parody.My loc is bril iant(“Help!I'm being pushed
out of Ortlieb's skull by a giant Daniferous Ego® Dan) (llell
the letter filled & couple of nages anywzy-Ed) Also included
is a loc on the Dr ™Mo edition from Tikki thite.Jon's asides
are devastating.

ISRV AR LS Ll LL LB L K" L Ll L LLLL L AL Sk
Forerunaer Quaterly Oct 1975 (41pp Nuarto) Roneo irregular

“1 per issuve or 4 for %$3,.50

or trade or article etc

“Ark Royale®

5 Bellwvue Road

FPaulconbridse NSW 2776

An impressive zine.,Good articles on Chinese Comics

LOTR(Jon again),J.C.Superstar and c¢cn article on Jeys from
the man who gave us sheep in sf.I nust admit I skimmed through
the book reviews.I'm not really into old fashioned fentasy.
Susen seems to be hoving trouble getting others to write.
This is nothing short of crimninal.Get the lead out all you
non-coimunicative fans,.(Says he whose zine is tw6 months late.)
Susan's editorial and con report are really good,A zine well
worth getting.
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Chao 18 and Chao 19 (28pp&34pp Quarto)Roneo&Offset

=Sy et . L b a) JPEBLCODY
John Alderson PO Box 72 ilaryborouvsh
Vic.3455

Once more beautiful covers.(I'm getting paranoid about covers
Tveryone keeps telling me mine ore shitty.One_case of a book
being described by its cover. )Included in 19 is a rough_trans-
script of John's AussieCon speech on the role of sheep in sT,
A rather rude look at the official post office publication.

18 includes some interesting comients on the evolution of the
Tnglish language.In dealing with drama i feel John has been
a little simplistic but when one is trying to sum up a who}e
century of drama in one paragraph then one cannot‘aVO}d this
problem.I think John is trying to cover too much 1n‘hls
iJatershed Of Iistory® but that's meither here nor there,

Get t.is.zine. - 5
. : (9)




Starling 32 (32 pp American quarto) mimeo irregular (Ithink)
Aust rates 3 for 81 from Leigh udmonds
PO Box 74 Balaclava Vict 3133
Hank and Iesleigh tuttrell 525 '‘/,Main Stre:xt
iladison VI 53703

I can't heln but start with the cover,It's truly megnifi-
cent.One of the best cartoons I've seen out of prozines.
Reminds me of ¢ sketch from %At last the 1948 show®.Hank's
iNotebooklings’ I enjoyed despite the fact that he knocks
ny favourite Harrison movel ¥Bill The Galactic Hero.? Juanita
Coulson's article on writing Gothics is enlightening.l 4idn't
realise that Anne McCaffrey wrote Gothics.The letter column
is really good.Bric Lindsay's letter colurm is the only <thing
I've seen come near it,The idea of using recycled pever is
nice but tell me,how is it done?Do they recycle their own or
do they have it done for them.I've got vast quantities of
recyclable paper but don't know where to recycle it.
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Rataplan 17/13 (48 PP Ouarto) roneo irregular
™" $1.60 for four or the usual
LEl"h Bdmonds PO Box 74,Balaclava,Vict.3183
Incredible #Yet Dream¥ cover.ilice article on winter by
iesleigh Luttrell.Lots of lovely letters.llo sf.Oh well,
You can't have cverything.(Please forgive mo for the shortness

of this ®eview.I'm running out of steam and I gotta get this
zine out.
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Actually,I might just give it 2 miss from here on,Other zines
received which I really ought to review are listed below.
Bach has its owvm specific cherm and beauty but in this heat
I'm just too stufifed to give them the attention they require.

Sri TLanka Roger Veddall Mo address given.See Ghetto Letters

in This edition.lMainly fiction with z crossword end a Panshin
Treview

AD 3 AUSTA Student's Association Office,Adelaide University,
7" Horth Terrece,Adelaide S.A. 5001,
Hainly stories.Some nice artwork though a lot of it
seems stolen.

Snigma Vol6é No 4 SUSFA Box 249 Holme Building Sydney University
ST TT T T s 2006, $2.50 for threé issues.
Far to good to skim over. Get it,.
Osiris 19 Del & Dennis Stocks PO Box 235 ,Albion Brisbane
SR & 40144010,
hgain too good to brush off with a few comments
even.considering the slipping capitols.Get it,
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.THE DOOX OF BANGSUND Vol 98 Ch 3_

Verse_ 1
Thus did it come to pass that John did leave his Canberra
home to brave the wilds of South Australiz and glad of
heart wos he to meet the wines of the Barossa and the
Coonawarra.Thus was it said by one of the faithful
“Let us proclaim an evening of feasting that we might

: share in the joy of the grapet®,

Verse 2
S0 it cmme to nass that on 2 Triday several of the
faithful did meet in the hotel Imowvm as The Botanic
and there did wine and dine znd truly it is said that
tiie servers of food and drink did regret their coming
wnto that place.3uch was the first Bangsund liemorial
Dinner.

Verse 3

"7 7T "7 Iet us not count the faithful by number nor by name for
they kmow who they are.lley those who,for various excuses,
have misseéd & Triday pgathering repent of their sin and
remedy it.For truly is it seaid thet the Botanic is the
place to be 2t six o'clock of & Friday evening,

Verse 4

T T spesic not of Delgraves for thet is in ilelbourne and the
nature of Victorians is well lmown to the faithful of
3outh Australia.llerely remnember that,if you receive the
Word before the 27th of Februvary that the dinner on that
date is in the University Bistro because some ungodly
sod has boolked the Dotanic,

1H 0060 (T ) (o3 N

Celofole Calen” Ll LAlsC Ll L2
JOIEG:, CO.T LBPORT
HA! You thought I wasn't there didn't you?Well I fooled
vou a2ll,Vho do you think stole h~lf the fruit salad before it
reached the tables/Jho do you think Kilgore Trout really wasd
You didn't really think it was that Paul ‘/hatsisnemne fella
did you?Yeoh,I was there 2nd this is the dinkum account of what
went on. (Cauvtion!Some of the following may not be suitable
for the ecars of children 2nd if you thinl I'm going to repeat
the Milligan joke about that you're meder than I am,) :
The Con was held in the most inaccessable place imeginable,
The road was long end winding and Ortlied got to kmow it 2s well
as he lmows the Beatle song of the same name.(Not at 2l1,Ed.)
The Grace Valley site was perfect for a scicnce fiction conven-
tion being a perfect double for Camp Leon Trotsky, '
Despite a notice to the cffect that blenkets were aveilable
at the site,none were forthcoming. (I realisc that trufens don't

(11)
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sleep during cons but tixiz was ridiculous. )Several fans were
only saved from frostbite by the thichness of an army greatcoat.
One who shall remain nameless but whose initials stand for

ITarc Ortliedb retreated to the warmth of his Adelaide residence
for the evening.(This was his second trip back to Adelaide that
day,the first being caused by en audition earlier in the evening)

Several con members were heavily into = war game provided
by Robin Johnson,Indeed,this caused Ortlieb's third return to
Adelaide.llc had just returned fro.. & nice warm bed cnd was
contemplating lunch when o certsin Romen gentlemen wallted up
with a stencil.It appeared that thirty copies were needed.lt
appeared that Ortlieb was the only person with a Gestetner handy.
It appeared that Ortlieb wasn't going to sec much of the Con,

However,appearances can be deceptive and that was the last
visit Ortlieb made prior to his final desarturc other than a
guiclz trip into Stirling to refurbish his dwindling supnhlies
of iced coffece.

As I am lcad to believe is normel con practice,the panels
were dull until livened up by a quick =zrgument or two.The tin
shed which was the official centre of con activities was
markedly similar to an oven and to prevent further wilting
many panels were held outside in an open endcd tin shed.The
passtime of flicking becetles helped cure monotony 2né the occa-
sionzl bull ant prevented slecep.

:Ir Trout,the gucst of honour came cnd went bvt other then
a few snappy enswers,hec failed to have much e¢ffecct on the con.
I personally have always considered him & highly overrated
author in eny cease.

Other than war gaming and buying books ot highly inflated
prices,one of the favourite con sports was “me-spotting-.

This was played with the help of a video tape rccorder,a teliv-
ision set,thec fussiecCon tapes end monsterously inflated Egos.
"That's me.,Over therc.Just behind Tucker.”I considered it a
juvenile passtime.Besides,I didn't sce me once.

But spcaking of television scts,2 most unusual phenomenon
was observed.Following a pane. in vhich Stor Drek wos literaly
ripped to shreds,therc was later seen,clustered rovnd a T.V.
set,;90% of the Con attendees watching an o0ld 3tcr Trek cepisode.
Hmn,

Onc or two highlights of the con werc
(1) A plum pudding hecavily diluted with chea» brandy.
(2)A Kilgore Trout innucl Thre¢ Iegged Race won Dy an
unscrupulous llelbournc tcom. (. could heve won it -2ll
by myself if they'd let we strop twe of ny legs up
behind my bock).
(3)Several cascs of mild clcoholic poisoning.(Regulation
prohibiting booze on the campsite?/hat rcgulation
prohibiting boozc on the campsite

“ut to approzch the event of the Con.lit is a fannish
habit to indulge in the gentlemenly art of buck ps ssing.Thus
lir Orzonski was heard to proclaim “It's all Bruce Gilespicfs
Fault!" But I have no doubt that Romen will claborote in his
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stencil.lt
needed.lt

own con report..ievertheless,it is reported th=at the Gilespie
did say ‘ilow about puttins out 2 con one shot.#

vne result was thot an intrenid band of typists =nd others
gathered in the kXitchen arter the filmz to type up some stencils.
(I forgot to mention.By some fluke of accoustics,whilst you
couldn't hear someone on the other side of the main shed,anyone
in tie bunkhouses co 1d hear the nerest vhisper fron the main
shed. )By four iu the wnorning,the number h~d dwindled +o approx-
inately scven.lielbourne wes represented by the ininitrsble
Roger 'leddall,the beautiful Claudia ‘langiamele,onec IPrancis(Blast
lost his last name) who gave the worst zine title of the mill-—
enivm,and .len(whose last name I've also for;otten.,)The
Adelaide contingent was made vp of the double os (orzanski and
ortlieb) and Kevin Dillon represented Wew South iales. (I omit
the vast number of people who just passed through.The staying
power of the originator of the idea was noticebly lacking.)

At about five it wao decided tliat enough was enough and
amid jokes about whist not being played with 2 knife(well it
scemed funny at the time)everyone trooped out to meet the sun-
Trise.

True to form,it kept us waiting for two hours during which
time the group mancged to weke all vpar the most hardened of
sleepers.nd the language.You'd thinl: that they werean't inter-
ested in seeing the sunrise,Pinally,at seven an,the groud
decide? to call it a night. (“hich was totally incorrect.By then
it was well end truly a day.)

The final day of the con disolved in o flood of chocolate
frogs and w ter as the site was clcaned.:t last thought the
weary multitude,the cnd.Dut it was not to be,"here was a wind
up party that cvening at Romen's place and a trip to sce #The
Tittle Prince’ was organiscd for the next day.The theaire was
rather taken aback by the rather large children who,producing
s Tlurry of student cerds invaded the place.

The film was followed by & book dbuying sprecc which left
several ‘wellets in & critical concition,

7inally there wac another film cxcursion,this time to
see “Crystel Voyager® endvFantastic Planet®,The Con finally
ended a2t Joy ‘indow's place whore the remains of the con
biscuits were dcmolished,

It was #un.Roll on Unicon,
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Part Two:- The Collector
“Bxcusc me.Do you have “New Yritings In S5.%. 107 72%

The Fensight Saga

“Bloody hell!I'm missing the liovember '67 If.That totally
buggers up thet scrial.®




"Excuse me,if any of the F&3TFs on this 1list come in could you
hold them for me?"

iNot another book sale?I haven't paid my Union Bookshop
account this month."

#iBloody Halleday just got Zenna Henderson's ‘Pilgrimage" and
I can't find a copy anywhere!®

"Hey Darryl!Guess what.I just picked up a copy of #irission of
Gravity" Sell it?Five dollars? You've got to be kidding. ¥

w201,202,203%, 204 205.Bugger it.ilalleday's got fourhundred and
flfuy three._

What do you mean I can't buy sf I cen only exchange . I don't
get rid of sf.¥

iYou mean that's all you've got lumble.Why do.i't more Naracoorte
people read sfi®

#Could you keep 8. copy of enJ s magezine that come

in for
me please.®

WHi Mlum.It's lMaré here.Could you keep 2 bed for me.l'm coming
up this weckend, hat time can you eixpect me’/ell I've got to
check out the bookshops first.lxpect me when you sce me.¥

1S5orry beautiful one.It's just that I can't support a2 wife
and an sf collecwtion.®

More bookshelves.l gotta have more booksnelves.Arghh!?
EEEEiiCEiiisieits T s

“Jell.Mhat's it for the ghetto this issue.Be sure to tune in
next issue for part three of the Pansight Sagc in which

Ortlieb gets his lumps,.By the wey,Ortlieb vould like it known
that he is in the merket for the following books(reasonably
priced) Zenna Henderson #Pilgrimage®:/inne chaffrey “Restoree®
and “Decision at Doona®:Any pre- ~1960 copies oi 1'&SI',Please
contact him at Plat 2/18 Flinders Street Kdwardstown S5.Aus
5039,Ta,

r?++v++++*+¥++L++++ -t +J+'4LFr+++T+F*+++++

wellitsonewayoigettingtothebottomofthepageisntit?
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Ilike Glicksohn 141 Illigh Park Ave Toronto Ontario Canzda MEP 2S3
22-10-75

One thing you should do is be a lititle more careful where
you leave your stencils when you're getting an issue ready.
It looks like a maddened chicken attacked the cover stencil
while you weren't looking and left numerous terrible looking
scratches all over it./Mike of course refers to DR 1.2d/
If you ever locate a local with any artistic tolent,you’'d
better not let it happen asain.// Ignorant Phnilistine doesn't
recognise a fine piece of neo pseudo Nadaist expressionism.Dan//

I'm against,even in jest,your referring to what you plan
to do as a 'crudzine'.Ho one shouléd willingly create something
that is not representative of his/her best effort and even %o
pretend to plan on doing so bothers me = bit.You ought to be
proud of what you're trying to do,2nd I expect you are,even if
the execution sometimes Tfa2lls short of the conception,and I'd
Prefer to see yo show that in the way you write about “hat
you're up to as well as in the way you write what vou're up to.

/ilere I disagree vith Iiike.I procuce this zine,crud or whate-

ver,for ny own enjoyment.I'm not the type of person to aim For
perfection so I make the most of ay imperfection.There's
nothing worse than pretentious writin on toilet paper.Be what
you are and enjoy it./

Iric the Lindsay wes essentially correct in his view of
cons and fandom,at lecast the part thet he and I inhabit:s.F.
may have been the initial stimulus that got us involved, but
like a great meny fans,I no longer hove any time to read the
stuff,yet stil pso to cons to mect my many friends,occasionally
publisiy fanzines that never mention sf just becruse I like
doing it 2nd writc hundreds of letticrs of coument each year
filled with stuff about fans,fenzines and fandom.lt's a grecat®
hobby,believe me! (iric actvally rcads and reviews = lot of sfT,
but we're still good friends despite his aberry-tions,The only
reading T do nowadays is off the labels on scotch bottles.)

n A « An o q - WM AA SN AAANARNA AN AAAAAAAAT AN LaD
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Tesleizh Iuttrell 525 .J.lain St.lladison I 53703
28~10-75

The problem with a hobby thet relies so much on the postal
services of the world is that contact between fans is often
based on slov and unrelicble postal systems.For cxample,right
now the Canadian. fans are virtuslly cut off from the yest of
the world by = postal strike,the third they've had this year
I think

L e

Iesleizh déscribes the plight of the neo-fan in the USA where
they have better mecdia coverage of cons and larger cons. 15,000 !
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at a Star Trek Con.Ouch!
B s VAR B A B e - e e e b e

I'ans heave been naklng seneraligations about fans for & number
of years and one that they almost always come uvp with is that
Ffans tend to be introverted.(others are that fans tend to wear
glasses,that they are often oldest or only children,that they
read nore than other people.)I suspect that there i+ q itec a
bit of truth in those generalizations but it would be hard to
immbine a less introverted group of meople than Tfans

g T i at convent-
1ons.

Leslelg goes on to say the saie uhlngﬂ about fandom =2s ike

did in the previous letter ie si brings fans to ether but once
they are together,they often forget sf altogether and just
become fans.It worwies iac.Il love sf.Do I have to give it up

to become a trufan? ”aybe,despite Ilike's protestations I1'1l1l

stick to belng a crud fan.
s o T e P R A A
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A Bertram Chandler PFlet 23 Xenimbla Hall 19 Tusculum S5t Potis
Point NSV 2011 6-11--75

Bert's main comnlaint is that I mentioned his ¥nanghty
seamen type words® in :IDR2.He claims sezmen have no rceputation
for swearing.Also enclosed was the poetic fregment which is to
be found in ilician TPields.Bert continues

iave you'heard anything 2bout SI'/Zxpo/76 to e held in
Hew York next Junc?It seems that Ehe orgrniscers are tryving to
Jure the £ilt hy pros there from 2ll over the globe.I shall
probably attend myself;vo quote nmy agent in llew York 'e don't
know the specifics of SF/Expo/76 yet,only that it's going %o
be one of the bisgest conventions ever'! Avthors alrcady
listed as autendoes range from A51nov to “olazny.

oA . n‘f‘nﬂnn».n

o 2 aon
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Roger ggdaall 12 Hldvalo ive Jorth Balwyn Vlct 3104

-11- i

Roger's let er comments on record availability in lMelbourne,
Melbourne weavher and my typing.the first is & favourable
comnent,the latver two rather less favourable.Now that I have
the Gestetner though ﬂayoe I can concentrate on improving ny
typing end buying a new typewriter.

Roger 21lso made & few comments about Adelaide in the early
nineties but secms to have conceded thet Sydney nust woit
till '88.(Actually I've secen Rogcr since and we're still not
ccertain that 3ydney should wait till '88,

In his second letter rceceived at the some time,Roger informs
me th © I em to disrcgard the previous let er and _ives an
incredible contents list for his next letter.If it is snything
like it promises to be,I'll duplicate it and send it out as
I]:DR4' .

P AR = A o 8 i e
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Rozer Jeddall (aﬂaln) 20-11~ 75
ilong with Sri Lanke ceme & letter with ncws of the.c ange
of venue of Unicon II to Ormond Colle ¢ in llelbournc Uni.Comment:

(16)
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on the fan scene &t Melbourne Uni.A rehash of the reasons for
Sydney in '83 rathex than earlier which Bric finds~2y gave., :
”§a) A bid in the early '80s is expected from Sveden or Italy.
b)'338 is zpparently our DiCentenizal just =8 is '76 America's.
It seems thet CGovernment rnoney will be feirly free at
arovd tiiis tine.
(¢) Bric has circulated over 1,000 lezflets for Sydney in
'33 ond thz trouble it would taelie to undo these is
sreat,v

Roger hns come vo thie conclusion th=t Adelcide vill have
to wait till '95,(\h well.At least that means I won't have +to
work on it.Dy that time I'1ll be the aged patriarch of the
fidelaide scene and they'll lenve me some simple task like
collecting an hororary kugo.)

(£ “ “ A S A S e
A,Bertram Chondler 17-11-75
/Bert ond I ran a long sequence of discussions on paper over
the obscenity of sailors.I thinlk I'l} scuttle the entire
thing after printing the letter below,/

"I supposc mariners are like the members of every other
profession the: wvary from the licentious to the owserish.It
brings to wind the good(?) o0ld days when the average mazazine
editor wzs shit scared of having his(or her) pages befouled
by the coorse writers.It used to Zive me great pleasure then
to log & men for some offence &:;ainst dicinline,os entries in
the official log must be an absolutely correct ascount of what
has been done or caodid. 'B.Smith,A.B.,irticle No,7,when ordered
by the Chief Officer to do such and such,scid “Get fucked:ilor
this offence he is fined so m-ny dollars,' I used to say that
this was the o°ly time that I could wwrite the four letter words
without some bastard blue-penciling themeoeeo..."

/Bert continues with mention of other swearing sailors and
then donates the snecdot~ belov,I'm ~fraid I read it whilst
supervising sone year nine students and when I broke out
lauzhing I could not explsin @y reasons,Oh vell./

.

iYour mention of the Goon Shos reminds me of the story of the
small travelling circus in Cermany.It struck,in = littlc town,
a remarkable waresponsive ~ndiecnce.The clown clowmed, the
dering youns man on che “lying trapesc risled his noack,the
equestrienne performed feats thot vould have done credit to

o 1lady Cossock - but not 2 esinglc claop or cry of 2pnlause,
Thea it - as the strong amn's turn,He ~lmost bust a gut 1ift-
ing her~vier and heaviecr weights,but to no ~veil.So he sent

out for the elephrnt.liind vou,it 'asn't 2 fullgrown one,but
even sO0.... He saunticd and got onec h u¢ under the beast's
belly...e streizhtened up and then,with cvery muscle pulzing
end quivering,lifted the animcl thove his head:He_glared.
around the toent - but the audicnce wes s.ill sitting on its
hends.lic dropoed the elephant ond demonded, “Can enybody here
speak Fnglish 'vo4 bespcctacled,weedy,schoolmnsterlyltype
raised his hond,®J2.Jdo.” . o

“Then fuck you for o staft%; seid the strong men,
1
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/Finally Ber+t comes to the conclusion that at'sea,
should be used only wien tTae occasion warrents 1t./

Sheryl L Dirkhead 23529 Joodfield id.CGaithersburz D 20750
3-2-76

“Pirst off is wmy natuvral choice of fannish material over

sercon -- meaning the book reviews are a bit lost Lo me (on
me,for met.) -~ anyhow,I've found I rarely agree with =2nyone on
the evalvation of 2 book,and since my finances aren't suclh that
I'm goinz to rua right out and buy a specific book anvhow...That
o¥ course,is not to say thaet reviews aren't good ~ sinply that
I'm not the most appreciazteive(and I also can't spell) =udience
for them!

Ah yes,nust remember that +the duff race ends soon ond had
vetser vove -- but I'1l hetv I keep sayiaz thet and forset!

ot to knock jour cover or anything// Another of these
overseas Philistines.Dan//....but....perhaps vou could cesi’n
a typed cover that is =z bit more atiractive?Uh,holler,but don't
hit -- please.ind yes,I know - if you don't have something
consiructive to say,don't sat anything at all --- sorry./ilo need
©o be sorry.As I said in a letter to liike Glicksohn which never
got posted due Lo the Canadian Mail strike,= magazine should
reflect its interior »hilosophy.IIDR is a personal gzine,’s such
it reflects my personality,ihe cover of IDR1 fitted perfectly.
Let the Freudians make of that what they wish.Rd/

Don't Imow if yor can use or even went any doodles T can
squeeze in the remalning space,butv since muy thoughts seems to
be geiting less organised (if that's possible) instezd of the
other woy round.... 3

/the doodles are beautifvl.One of +the is the litile “rite
ionster® which appears in the Sue Clarke Foerunner reviewed
in t.is issue.Unfortunately I hove no wey of tronsferring
them to stencils eand I'im not so sure thnt I want to.They're
mine!Anyone who wents to see them will just h-ve to drop by.
Ed.

swearing
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The Rt.llon.A.Priend 8 Brooker Courv, 'oodville Perk 3. .5011
DI.OCTLVE:Huber J18074P0/3517a4

FROil:The Central Committee for the Exemination of 'lomen's Bodigs
(Inside leg measurenments token-frec 'phone & quote service

0:Phe person calling himself ITARC A, ORTLIED(Ulenceforth refered
= to as Teaping Jim ileGurk)
“Thereas,it hos come to the attention of the commitie tant a
Certein Person hns been conspicuous ia his abscnce from the

last two (2) John Bongsund lienorial Banquets,thot Ce: tain Person
is now mede awere tvhat,should he not be present next weck, the
Conmittee (in It's infinite wisdom)will be left with no other
alternctive than to send round a2 couple of biy l-ds to tear
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your liver out,saw your legs ofi,slit oven your nostrils,tie
knotvs in your tongue,ruv:a your heed throurh the wringer,fry your
bowels in the fire-nlace and nail your head to the wall.If
forced to,they may even et rouh wit: vou,

You are therefore stronzly advised to get vour arse into
gear and be where it all hcpnens nexit irecik or else...

/Weedless to szy,I refused to stend for such out and out
intinidation.If I want to go to the Dotsnic then I will
go to the Lotonic.ifo stupid letter writer is going to
stop me fro:: going to the John Bangsund iiemorial dinners.
S50 there. Hd/
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This wes the MAD DHril RIVI N, 5 U7, .1 3,published by Ilarc A

Ortlieb in associztion with adcorprindiv.It is avail_ ble for
a letver,an article,2 poem a zine - beer,a naughty in the
bushes,or & thirty cent stanp...ll correspondence to TFlat 2

13 Tlinders St Ddwordstomm $,AUST. 5039,Donations of Corilu
grateifully eccepted.rll threats hHills etc may he addresased
to .Ir il Prazer Cémberra,Godnoze vien number four will come out
but please vrite,
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ALICIAN FIELDS

MARCH 1976
Editor Marc A Ortlied

Contents :- -
Justification Phase V page i

:The Goons And Alice :- Robert Lock page 1
Poem :-Collected by A.Bertram Chandler page 4
Carroll On Ietter VWriting :- Eric Lindsay page 5

‘The Child As Innocent page 7

JUSTIFICATION PHASE YV

This is the fifth time I've tried to write a justification
for this issue and I hope it's the last.The damn thing should
have been '‘out in January but due to moving traumas,new schools
and the general hurley-burley of Adelaide life,it's over a
month late.It'1]l reach you in March(I hope)incorporated in
MDR 3.It's too small to publish on it owm.

Why Carroll?

(2) I had an idea for an article on Alice,
(b) A large number of fans seem to like Alice
(c) Why not?

Any correspondence to do with this issue will be run through
MDR and if-circumstances justify it there will be another
edition sometime.

I had better apologise to Rob Lock for several editorial
incursiong into his prose style.He re-corrected some of them
but some I couldn't re-correct and so they have remained.

Vhile apologising,I'D better apologise for the poor
quality of a few of the pages.I'm still getting the hang of
my Gestetner's little idiosyncrasies,

Marc A Ortlied
15-2-76

adcor prindiv
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Martin Gardiner begins tThe Tntrodaction to his ¥"Annotated
Alice% with the frank admission that there is “something
preposterousf’ ebout the book.Ilet it be said rizht now,an air

of high prepo terousness ‘must i1nevitably hangzg over any serious
analysis oIl *ne fabulous highly-«ers teemad all leather and
horsehair Goor Show,/inalysis ;mplleo iissection’ and categoriz~

ation,order ana careful reasoning.The Goon Show.at first
encounter,seems like 2 pretiy good apuLroximation of total
aural anarchy.ldot sc and hercin lies the faszimation for yer
actual consenting adulr critic.Hereunder (take a deep breath
folks) begins the preposterousness.

The Goon Show granvs us 2 strange and marvelious Insight
into that state which we cerrnestly refevw tTe as Freality".It
does this by disvorting theé converntions of the “"logic?® by -
which we apvrehend reality.and so le~ds us inso a baifling,
half-familiar worliy where the arbiltrariness of our perceptions
and beliefs is wildly exagserated.The Goon sShow worid is an
endlessly inventive parody on our own .

Milligen'is particulsr distoriing mirsocr =L 20 “f course,
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worlds any of the alternative meanings of a phrase may be

quite valid:when holes are drilled you can hear them stamping
their feet;a very deep breath is needed to blow open a safe and’
if you beat time you mey find yourself under arrest for assault.

In our world the study of semantics tells us that all -
names are linked in a web of allusion;for IMilligan and Carroll,
words may take their shape from the things that they describe,
1ige Humpty Dumpty's name or Moriarty's numerous FX(sound effect)
aliases,

WWe accept that objects may share certain properties
while being quite dissimilar in other ways; in nonsense worlds
a cardboard replica or a photograph may be completely satisfac-~
tory as a stand-in for the real thing.A pig-like child can
become a pig and you can ride off into the sunset on a pair of
coconut shells, :

To  the Goons,the correlation between things,their
functions,and the sounds that they make is extremely flexible,
Milligan exploits to the limit the principle that,on radio,a
thing is the sound that it makes - ia other words,if you have
the sound effect for a cannon,then as far =s the audience and
the other characters in the story are concerned,you have a
cannon.

In the nonsense worlds,causée and effect are confus¢d and
you may be tried before your crime.Time may run backwerds,or
stop,go slower or faoaster or it may even be edited so that five
nights are run together at a time.And size,shope and direction
are all uncertain,all variable.

In his Introduction to ¥The Annotzted Snark' Gardnexr
quotes G.K.Chesterton on nonsense literature,It is

'mot a subject for children t6 play with;it is a2 subject for
psychologists to go mad over,® (3
Milligon's nervous bicakdowns while writing the Goon Show are
sombre confirmations, '
#I've been 2 neurotic ever since.So you can say I gove my
sanity to that show.®  (4) '

The eccentricities of Carroll and Lear are well known,
Why do we find humour in their creations?ihere is the dividing
line between fantasy and nightmare,laughter 2nd insanity?

Partly perhaps in one essential consistency which the
nonsense worlds share with our "real'" world - the consistency
of personality.Characters,-md the relationships between ’
characters,ore the only things permitted stability.Seagoon,
Bluebottle and the other persona of Milligan's creation mly
be cast in very different roles for the purpos¢ of working
through an assortment of devious Goonish plots,but they are
always instantly recognizeble as themselves.There is no amorph-
ousness or flow here.Bloodnok’'is and will always remain the
moneygrubbing militory coward,Gritpype~Thynne the suave and
plausible con-man.Minny and Hemry know each other,ond react
to cach other in 2 well-cstablished pattern ~nd so it is for
Eccles oand Blucbottle and Gritpype and Moriarty.The pgrsogalltlcs
are exaggeratecd but they cre not impossible.The fun lies in
watching the interaction of solid,well-established characters
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in a madly unpredictable environment.We may be comforted.Come
what may (and in the nonsense worlds it could be just about
anything) our essential humanity will survive.A crazy world
may knock us down but-never out.

As with Ililligan,so with Carroll.His characters are
undoubtedly mad,but their idiosyncracies are presented and
expanded upon in a very careful and "rational® manner.

Humpty Dumpty is fussy and pedantic with a monsterously’
inflated ego.The Queen of Hearts is viciously short tempered,
The White Knight is gentle,vague and impractical.The White
Queen is so weak-willed and docile that even her change into a
sheep(in '"Wool and Water®”from "Looking Glass'%) - albeit an
impatient sheep - is largely consistent,And this change,which
occurs in perhaps the most overtly dream-like sequence in the
Alice books,is much less a personality transmogrification than
the replacement of one character by another.

Alice herself is the great unifying thread running through
Carroll's tale.Alice,always warm-hearted and willful,always
ready to give attention and respect to all the rude &nd uncouth
beings that she meects,always secking the reason why.

Carroll and Milligan both know that mad worlds need a
so0lid anchor in our common reality if they are not to topple
into nightmare and insanity.Perhaps personality is the most
basic of our foundations,at once the most immediate and (by
definition)the most personal.And the most fragile.

Where does Carroll's fantasy stand when Alicé changes
unpredictably,gaining now Humpty Dumpty's bombast,now the Queen
of Hearts' casuwal violence,now the Mock Turtle's floundering
self-pity,when the characters lose definition and are permitted
to merge and flow in the same way as the scencry?

Where does Milligan's fantasy stand if Eccles may talk
sense sometiimes,if Bloodnok may be a coward or may equally well
be heroic,when Blucbottle grows older and more mature as we
listen?

Bridges may be replaced by cardboard replicas and teeth
transformed into castanets.Cigarcttes can be trees or gorillas,
Shops can become rivers and tears become oceans.The whole world
can run backwards or change size arbitrarily.

Things change. '

But decp down...people dare not.

esoesAnd now for something completely indifferent:the: Python’
Postscript.(a compilation of scribbled notes on Monty Python,
lincal descendant of and heir to the Gooms.) T

Monty Python's Flying Circus prescnts no consistent
personalities and,except for the occasional "straight man® the
characters ere all mad,but Python does not set out to create
a world as such,Goon World and Wonderlend and the Nirror'Lgnd
arc,by their own internal laws,consistent and §clf-conta1ned.
Python is based very solidly and recognizably in our world.It
presents vignettes of ridiculousness carefully enchored on
the cveryday,In this sort of humour,only ¢ few porameters are
varied.The rest is all kept rel~tively'normal®,
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‘Q.V. "Monty Python and the Holy Grail® film.Here is an
attempt to set up a consistent fantasy world,and,indeed,to
keep close sight of immediately recognizable (though fictional)
events and settings.Here,characters are established and
maintained. it Wew e bwe Y gy

& % 8 B & A S PN A F S E S g AR S Es e
TOPICS TFCR CLASS DISCUSSION

(a)Is there a difference in kind between visually-based humour
fantasies (Python) and literary-based(Carroll)/aurally-based
(lM1illigan) fantasies?A trick question,because of Python
records and books and Milligan films,but still valid:refer

to the degree of audience involvement in the author's fantasy.

With a book,record or radio program,the spectator is more

closely involved,in that these media demand that he supply some-

thing from his own imagination to fill out the fantasy.Film
supplies sight and sound and usually demands little imagination

q.v. the well known "T.,V, vegetable syndrome®,Does film

(paradoxically) distance the audience by supplying more?

(b)That revolutionaries do not enjoy fantasy humour.Iaughter
implies acceptance of ridiculousness.There is no concept
of trying to change reality implicit in this."Bverything
is ridiculous" is a totally wunrevolutionary attitude.Revolut-
ionaries say that "reality can be adjusted so that it is anot

ridiculous." The.Goons say ?The coucept.of reality itself is
ridiculous."

FOOTNOTES

(1) Gardner,Mortin ed"The Annotated Alice" (New York,Bramhall
House,1960) Page 253
(2) Gardner ibid Page 323

(3) Gardner,Martin ed. "The Annotated Snark" (Harmondsworth,
! Penguin Books,1962 ) Page 15

(4) Milligan,Spike "The Goon Show Scripts Vol,II" ( Melbourne,
Lansdowne Press, 1973) Page 13
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The following fragment was contributed by a well lmown
ship's master by the name of A.Bertram Chandler.It'll probably
set the good Charles Dodgson spinning in his grave,

"Jf fifty whores in purple drawers
Came marching down the Strand
Don't you agree,"the Walrus said,
"The sight would just be grand?"-
"Personally," said the Carpenter,
"T couldn't raise a stand,"

But all the time the dirty swine
Wes coming in his hand.
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% CARROLL ON IETTER WRITING
% Eric Lindsay
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Dear Marc, g
. I note your planmned journal Alician Fields,however;
being at present unduely influenced by the effects of a party,
at which the normal prohibition "hic non bibture” was conspié-
uously abscent,I find myself more able to emulate W C Fields,
who hated children,and with good reason if they make as much
noise as the ones on the streets near here.lHaving thus decided
not to write on the Rew. Dodgson'’s children's pieces,it seems
that I am to be restricted in my comments to his advice on a
subject dear to the hearts of fans,namely letter writing.
Carroll is well known to most fans:I have here for example a
fanzine called "Vorpal",and‘'I recall once joining Ned Brooks
and George Wells in singing,each in his own seperaté key of-’
course,Jabberwocky,while cruising down a US ‘highway.However,
perhaps Carroll's essay "Eight or Nine Wise Words about Letter
Writing" is less well known to fans,and it deserves to be well
known,not least because it contains advice that,if heeded,
ﬁouéd improve the genecral run of letters emerging from fannish

ands. :

We may ignore the advice on stamp cases,particularly as
the"Wonderland” is not available (those who wish a stamp case
can obtain one from the Australian post office for 2¢ -~ they
are also fine for credit card containers).

On begimning a letter,Carroll advises finding your
correspondent's previous letter,so as to refresh your memory
of it4 contents,and of their current address.Next address and
stamp the envelopec,lest you run short of timec and address the
envelope in a hasty scrawl while rushing to the post office,a
proccdure that may result in the letter being delivered,not
to the intendcd recipient,but to the Dead ILetter Office.On the
note paper include your own address - the other person will
either not remember it,or will have lost his address list when
doing a2 reply.Include the full date,like Carroll,I have found
myself trying to put into order a series of letters in which
the year or month have been ommitted.Of coursc,if you’'never
put your letters in order,you may not care about this,but your
correspondent may. i

The third section is how to go on with a letter,and the
first point is to write legibly.Carroll dismisses the argument
that you can write poorly because you arc writing quickly by
asking how you can justify saving your time at the expense of
your frend's having to wastec time dcciphering your handwriting,
In thesc days of cheap typewriters there is simply no excuse,
Carroll's second rule herc is:"don't fill morc than & page and
a half with apologiecs for not having written sooncr!" On the
subject of your letter,start by answering questions rgised by
your frend'!s last letter,and cover points raised by his letter.
In refering to his remarks,quote them cxactly,rather than
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giving a summary in your own words,since this rarely conveys
the same meaning to the other writer.Carroll follows this with
five rules for dealing with acrimonious correspondence in a
marmer designed to restore frendships ~ since I hope that fans
will not be engaged in controversies by letter,I will not
summarise these.On enclosures,it is recommended that they be
put in the envelope as soon as you mention them in the letter,
otherwise you will find them on the table after posting the
letter (ah,yes indeed.)

fow to end a letter is Carroll's fourth section,and the
main rule perhaps applies to an age more form~-l than our's.,
This is the question of the complementary close -~ "your's
faithfully","your's affectionately" &c.Check the last letter
from your correspondent,aud close in a manner "at least as
frendly as his:in fact, even if a shade more frendly,it-will
do no harm!" In the matter of a postscript,it is useful,but
should .not contain the real gist of the letter,but rather serves
to contain matters of small import,of which we do not wish to
make a real fuss,

A correspondence register of letters inward and outward
is recommended by Carroll.His is rather elaborate,and the
description of it is lengthy.It includes provision for differ-
entiating inward and outward letters at a glance,numbering -
letters,indicating ' whether a reply has becn made or received,
or goods delivered,as appropriate,along with an indication of
the nmumber of the letter in reply alongside’the original letter
number,Carroll includes a precis of letters,but the existence
of carbon paper,for those who want a record of their letters,
makes this less needful. :

I have kept a similar sort of register for years now,
providing a useful record of changes in my writing habits,and
used it before ever reading Carroll's ideas,It enables you to
provide statistics,for example,such as indicating that in the -
first eight menths 0f::1975,1 received 751 letters and fanzines,
posted out 442 letters at an average cost of 18,7 cents,and
759 fanzines at an average of 11 cents,This lets you compare
costs after the recent mail increasés,In September and October
I rcceived 206 letters and fanzines,sent out only 85 letters
etc,at an average cost of 40 cents.This soxrt of thing providcs
good material for padding articles,and for attacks on the post
office charges,even if it has no intrinsic intcrest.

“With his note on his mail register Carroll closes his
essay,and with its increased rates,thec post office does its

best to ensure that we will not need onec.I hope that such will
not be the case,

Eric Lindsay

6 Hillcrest Avenue
Taulconbridge
N.S.W, 2776
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Numerous explanations for Lewis Carroll’s "Alice In,

Wonderland" have been advanced but they all,in my opinion,lack
one thing: simplicity.Granted Charles ILutwidge Dodgson was a
sexually maladjusted Victorian don but those who insist on
reading "Alice'" as merely a showcase of Freudian slips are
neglecting the obvious interpretation.Evidence suggests that
Dodgson was afraid of mature sexual contact and turned his
attention to little girls where the problem of sex could not
arise.In his relations with his child friends,Dodgson did not
demonstrate any overt sexual behaviour and instead behaved as
a platonic but loving uncle towards his child friends,To him,
the young girl seemed the most perfect form of‘human being.
"Alice In Vonderland" is,at least on one level,the celebration
of the young girl as an innocent and if I may be excused the
presumption,I feel that this is the idea that Dodgson had in
mind when he wrote the book.

The main evidence for this thesis in "Alice In Wonderland"®
lies in Dodgson's basic equations

(1) Big = Bad

(2) Small = Good
I will state in advance that the equations are not strictly
followed throughout the book but I feel that the exceptions are
not sufficiently prolific to justify rejecting the thesis,

When we first meet Alice,she is an ordinary child in an
ordinary world,however,the minute she enters the world of the
rabbit,she becomes relatively too large.She finds a small door
through which she can see a beautiful garden.She is too big to
get into the garden.Martin Gardner,in his book #The Annotated
Alice® suggests that the garden is that of Trinity College at
which Dodgson could look while working and in which Alice Liddell
(the original Alice for, whom the story wns first written)and
her sisters used to play.It is the garden of childhood,and
Alice is excluded due to her size.She can reach the key on the
glass table but she can't actually get into the garden.Alice 4
is in the position of the adult Dodgson.She can see the beauties
of childhood but she cannot get to them.

Alice discovers a bottle and since it is not labeled
poison,she drinks it.Whatever is inside the bottle seems to
combine all the flavours of childhood.It tastes like a mixture
of cherry tart,custerd,pineapple,roast turkey,toffy and hot
buttered toast.This wierd but pleasant combination has the effgct
of shrinking Alice.She becomes a true child,.Small equals Geod,
(Equation 2).,Now she is the right size to fit through the door.
The oaly problem is that she has left the key on the table,

In her small condition,she tries to scold herself,from
Carroll's descriptions a2 rather pointless task.She realises
that the task is senseless.There isn't enough of her to allow
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an internal argument.She still has the problem of the key and
+o solve this she tries eating & cake which she finds.The cake's

taste isn't mentioned but we are told that the cake disappoints
her.Its action causes‘her to grow.

As Alice grows,she begins to exhibit adult mannerisms.’
She speaks condescendingly to her own feet,calling them dears,
She works out a formal address for her feet which is devoid of
real feeling down to the stilted "VW/ith Alice's love',

Now she can réach the key but can only loock into the
garden with one eye.She is further removed from the world of
childhood than when she first dropped dowvn the rabbit hole.

There is now more than enough of Alice for her to scold
herself and she does so in terms of her new adult status:-'"a
great girl like you".She can also adopt other adult mannerisms,.
She becomes very bitchy towards other children,.,This is seen as
she is forced to search her memory for her identity which she
lost whilst growing.

The other indication of her new nature is the White
Rabbit's attitude towards her.,l/e will see him later in the role
of Alice's lord and master,but now he is frightened of Alice
and runs away when she asks him guestions. ’

WWhereas when she was small,Alice stopped crying quickly,
in her enlarged state she cannot stop crying until interrupted
by the White Rabbit,This,one of her adult sctions,will have
serious repercussions on Alice the Child at a later time.

Alice undergoes another size change somchow caused by
holding the ihite Rabbit's fan and almost immediately is in
trouble,She is drovming in a sea of salt water.In this baptism
she regains her innocence and starts thinking on the level of
childhood again.(I cannot help but think of the sea in which
Aphrodite continually renewed her virginity,Probably not the
sort of thing of which the rather prudish Dodgson would have
thought.It could be that the sea of tears is merely o Christian
baptismal symbol).Alice regains her commonsense vhich decserted
her when she was big and starts thinking of bathing machines an
ways to get home, 4

That is not to say that Alice becomes immune to trouble,
but she is no longer intentionally nasty.Her comment to the
mouse about cats is accidentcl and Alice's intent is friendly
conversation,The mouse on the other heénd is for from civil in
its attitude towards cats.{It should be noted that ,in this
sequence,the mouse is larger thon Alice,She takes it to be a
hippopotamus or o walrus at first,Thus it is cast as big=adult
to Alice's small = child.)The important thing to note about the
mouse, is that its attitude towards cats is not the normal fear
of mice but more 2 social distaste.

uQur family always hated cots:nasty low vulger things." (1)

The rest of the animcls larger than Alice olso demonstrate
unpleasant adult choracteristics,Lory mrkes the following
comment ’

"Tt'm older than you and must know better,"Even the Dodo
vho is considered to be representotive of Carroll himself useés
long words ond Eoglet,represcentative of Alice's sister Edith,
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sias to reproach him.The mouse spouts dry history texts in an
effort to dry them;another futile and boring adult passtime.

Alice manages to breal up this- particular group by a per-
fectly innocent mention of her cat,Dinah.She thinks that she
is just making conversation in mentioning her cat's sbilities
but due to the confusion she suffers because of her size change
she forgets that her audience do not see cats in guite the
same light as she does.lven so, their exits are marked by
adult formality and they make false excuses for leaving.All in
all the entire procecdure is carried out in & highly genteel
manner,

‘e now reencounter the “'hite Rabbit and this time he is"
larger than Alice.The result is a change in their relationship.
Whereas before he was scared and ran auvay from Alice,now he i1s
in charge.,lle mistakes Alice for his housemaid and orders her,
in an imperious manner,to fetch his gloves and fzn,Alice,being
small and thus in the role of child obeys though she does
ponder over her acceptance of the assignment,It should be noted
that her pondering contains an element of fun which is normally
lacking when she 1is large, g

Jhilst in the i/hite Rabbit's house,she encounters anothexr
bottle fro: which she drinks.The result is that her size incre-
ases and once more she sufiers ill effects,She grows so as to
fi11ll the entire room and has to lie down on the floor to avoid
breaking her neck,she is totally trapsed in the room.

Agaln we sce the equation betireen Alice's size and adult-
hood,She thinks that she'll write 2 book about her adventures
when she grows up but the: realizes that she'!s already growm
up and there's no room for her to grow up any further,Once
again there is enough of her that she can argue with herself.
She is not happy in her cenlarged state,

The larze Alice is much more violent and nasty than the
small Alice,Shc is set in her opinions end recfuses to let the
Rabbit or Bill the Lizard anywhere near her,.She is responsible
for pushing the hite Rabblt into a cucumber frame twice and
kicks Bill rizht out of the chimney and into a hedge. (I realise
that there is ¢ nice Freudian interpretation here too.Alice
curled up in a cramped room and & thing with a long tail coming
/pun intentionzl/ dowa the chimney.Thet however is working on
a decper level than that in which I 2m at present interested.)

It is interesting to note that while the "hite Rabbit's
attitude toward ~flice changes depending on Alice's size,his
basic personality does not change.He is the s~me size throusghout
the book,

AMice,in her adult size mokes empty tareats,znother
typical adult act,’hen the animalc start throwing pehbles at
her, she merely says

"You'd better not do that again,® II
She docsn't explain what will happen if they do continue but
relics on her adult aunthority in the samc menner as parcnts

and teachecrs often do, ‘ ‘ N
The pebhles change into cckes which Alice eats.Her logic in
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eating them isn't brilliant.She figures that the cakes can't
maiie her larger so they rnust make her smeller.Portunately she
is rizht and she shrinks.This makes her happy irmediately and
she has no trouble escaping.

Alice decides that ner next step must be to reach her
iright size® and get to the besutiful garden,Her nmind is
unclouded a2nd she can think cleaxly: again,

Before anything else happens,Carroll shows us another
way in which size/adulthood can be unpleasant.Alice encounters
a puppy which is,to her,like a carthorse,It is friendly and
wants to play.Alice finishes the game as quickly as possible
because she realizes that she stands a good chance of being”
trampled.The puppy seems to represent the type of adult who,
though not malicious,can easily hurt otliers,in particuler
children,without realizing it.

In thinking over the episode,Alice comes to tie con-
clusion that she needs to be bigger to cope with problems
like the puppy.This wish gets her into trouble in her encounter
with the next character:-tiie Caterpillar.

The Caterpillar seems an exception to the rule that big
equals adult because his behaviour is most zdult-despite the
fact that he is exactly the same height a8 Alice,three inches.
Alice is put in the wrong when she compiains that three inches
is not a good height.The Caterpillar is however of use to Alice
an¢. the advice which he gives 1s more substcntisi than the
a20évice Alice normally receives ifrom creatures,Nespite his
occasional grufiness,the Caterpillar does seem to hoave Alice's
wellfare at heart.lHe guides her to the mushroom which is to
solve lier growing problems although,until she gets the hang
of it®the mushroom does cause a few problems atv first,TFor a
start,she shrinks too ich,as was the case with the fan earlier,
Then she reverses the efiect and becomes giant again,The only
problem is that ner sroporitions have changed 2nd she has a long
neck which causes & pigeon to mistake her for a serpent.

This passage is another in wvhich 2 size increasc results
in Alice losing her identity.The pigeon is certain shc is a
sernent and is ou. to eat the pigeon's eggs.Alice claims to be
2 little girl but with her new found heignt,her cese is not
convincing.That,plus the foct that little girls eat eggs,
makes the pizeon certain that little girls =2re & type of scrpent.
Even Alice is not quite sure.

Through carceful use ol the mushroom Alice wrezgains her
right height. .he continues her journcy until she reaches a
house four fect high.She is beginning to recognise the folly
of being too big and she dccides to ghrink to more suitable
dimentions before investigating the house.

It is worth noting that Alice becomes curious when she
shrinks,ctriousity being more.a child's province that an
adult onc,Alice proceeds o discover two of the least pleasant
adults in her adventure,the Duchess and the cook.®he Duchess
is rude,violent and ignorant.She belicves in beating her baby
and threatens to-h2ve Alice beheaded,Tne cook is irrationsl
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violence personified.Both show incredible disragard for the sa-
fety of the baby and eventually Alice is lumvered with it.
Alice shows consideration and kindness which Carroll apparently
associated with little girls.3ven when the baby turns into a
pig Alice has a decent opinion of it though her com '‘ents on
turning other children to pigs could be considered a little
bitchy.

In the next sequence,that with the lMad Hatter,the ilarch
Hare and the Dormouse we see Alice in a rather uwnusual situation.
She is larger than the Dormouse but sitaller than the Mad Hatter
and tihe March Hare,Thus there is an interesting interplay in
which Alice is both child and condescending adult,The Tea
Party seems very much an attempt by Carroll to sliny off at
adu.t social behaviour.Thus there are the standard tea party
Yen ertainments':- witty but cutting dielogues,meaningless
riddles,singing and recitations.Alice comes out of the situation
worst off.Th re is however onc plrce where Alice gets to act
as an adult.i/hile the Dormousc is reciting his little story,
Alice behaves in the manner of an ancient aunt listening to
her grand nephew reciting.She asks banal guestions and
interrupts what is obviously a piece of whimsy with dull fact.
Bventually Alice leaves in a huff,a standard female tactic,

Alice's penultimate encounter is with the world of the
nobility.She finds her way to the beautiful -garden but it
has been invaded.,It is the site of the Queen of Hearts'
croquet game.It would be interesting to learn of Dodgson's
opinions of Queen Victoria because the view of nobility &and
it's hangcrs on presented in this sequence is not favourable.
Once agein,Alice is the child as opposed to all the royalty,
She has a common sensc attitude towards the entire affair.
Though she docs not set out to annoy the Court,she realizes
that they arce mercely playing cards.The Queen is portrayed as
the distilled esscence of the tyranical monerch.She expects to
be obeyed immediately and centers her authority on capital
punnishment.The game of croquet played with hedgehogs and
flamingoes scems to echo the futility of the entire Court
social life.The King is portrayed as a pompous old fool,
completely dominated by his wife,Once agein a cruel portrait
of adult life.Alice,as child comes out well,Shec saves the
gardiners ond her comments core sensable. .

We meet the Duchess again but this time we see a different
side of her nature.She appears as the unpleasant old aupt
who is always giving trite advice and smothering the children
with unwented attcention,This ideca is enhanced when the Duchess
gives Alicc o totally uscless present,all the words she has
spoken, .

Alice has a short cncounter with the world of education
when she meets the Gryphén cond the Mock Turtle.This is not :
developed however.In #Through The Looking Glass" the cducation
aspect is scen for better in the person of Humpty Dumpty.Thus
I fecl it is worth skimming passcd the lock Turtle to the

trial scene where Alice cncounters the law,

(11)


invaded.lt
game.It

‘g climax of the book.Here
The trial is,without 2 aogﬁtégﬁit of passtimes and it is
Alice encounters one of thf mg ;ve Wonderland,The trial is
here that Alice is forced vod in'ustice.00n01uSi°ns are drawn
a masterplece of bungling an ndaall through the entire affaiy
on the flimsiest g: evidzggeh?";er
Alice is growing bigger Z7¢ " o8 3 itchy.In standing
‘As she grows,ilice gets more a%gvnggg Eémmegts toverd il
up,shec tips over the entire jury DOX. MBI ed for. She
2 : iow’ 2 ~d are MOST unca g
e o e %i?i&dwhich she would never have
et . i klggégogg Then in a final nightmarish scene
B W s s f a flying pack of cards.And
= flndi herseél beaglggmgig ?ealzty as Alice awakés to find
indeed,it is a dream be ng ; : - 3
her siéter brushing  the dead leaveg off oi‘hermiacgﬁgggmigelng
over two miles high,she becomes '11tt1e‘A11cg.* ih =
once more innocent and her description includes e wor
tiny and little and eager and loving,

Carroll has painted a detailed allegory of the growth of a
girl child into the world 9f a@ult@oqd.He has presented the
perils of growing up and tne-51mp1101ty of the small child.
The book turns frem the meaninglessness of Courts and Tga
Parties and drihHistorz 1e%§on§ %o the begut{ of {gechligéze
heart.. Perhaps is is too an or a cynical world.lLe
who will seek deep Freudian significance in Alice's size
changes.To me Alice is a mathematician's escape into the ‘
realm of fantasy,It is his opportunity to show his inner feelings
about the grown up world in which he found himself,.Carroll
found the key into his garden of childhood,Tet him rest there.
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Footnotes,

(1) Gardner,Martin ed 1The‘ Annotated Alice™
House,1960) page 42

(I1) Gardner ibid page 63
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Oh Carroll S e oo

Don't let em freud your dreams away

I'm gunna understand you :

If it takes me all night and day,
0BG )) X I0T0N0BEO DD

(New York,Bramhall
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Alician Fields is an adcor Prindiv publication oo po oo
agent Merc Ortlieb Flat 2/18 Plindenc sicoiion.Austrelian

‘ ere Street Edwardstowm
S.Aust.5039.1y thanks to Paul Ander: 7 ; "
I had no excuse for procrastinatigrson Rt ET SouGReHE g
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